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chapter there is appended a table of treaties of peace made in 
conferences of three or more European powers during the nine- 
teenth century. Chap, ii is called "Treaties of peace made by the 
concert of Europe at the end of wars," and is concerned mainly 
with an application of the golden rule to diplomacy. Chap, iii 
treats of international arbitration and the Hague Conference. 
Chap, iv concerns the laws of international commerce. Chap, v 
is styled international philanthropy of nations. Chaps, vi, vii, viii 
concern themselves with the moral aspects of international rela- 
tions in markets, gambling, liquor traffic, and vice, and the last 
chapter has to do with the morals of international regulation of 
immigration. The Appendix describes Esperanto. The point of 
view is the reformer's. The treatment may be found in any 
elementary textbook on civics, e. g., Hart's Actual Government. 

Hugo P. J. Selinger 

Chicago 



Socialists at Work. By Robert Hunter. New York: The 
Macmillan Co. Pp. 374. $1.50. 

There have been numberless volumes treating the philosophy 
of socialism and its relation to almost every phase of social 
life. This work covers an almost wholly different field. In 
several countries the Socialist movement has grown to be of 
sufficient strength to become a factor in the shaping of institu- 
tions. In each of these countries it has developed some peculiari- 
ties while maintaining a large number of things in common. The 
German, Italian, French, British, and Belgian Socialist parties 
are studied. The German Social Democracy has fought its way 
against repressive legislation of the most rigorous sort until the 
larger portion of that legislation has been repealed and a whole 
set of ameliorative social measures have been enacted in response 
to the pressure of the Social Democrats, now the most powerful 
political party in the empire, though deprived of a large portion 
of their representation in the Reichstag by an unjust system of 
representation. 

The Italian Socialist party is still disturbed by internal doc- 
trinal differences. There are Syndicalists, Revolutionists, and 
Reformists, all within the same organization and each with bril- 
liant leadership, drawn largely from the professional classes. 
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Out of its previous divisions the French Socialist party has 
developed a clarity of doctrine and action and a galaxy of lead- 
ers scarcely equaled in any other country. These long and pain- 
ful divisions have also taught them the great importance of 
united action, so that today the French Socialists present a com- 
pact powerful force, with widely differing opinions among its 
members, but all agreeing on the need of unity in action. 

The British Labor Party has had a history that distinguishes 
it from all the others. With a galaxy of writers and thinkers who 
helped to found the movement it lacked that power of practical 
leadership which is so essential in an Anglo-Saxon land. Wil- 
liam Morris, H. M. Hyndman, Edward Carpenter, and Walter 
Crane, however great their intellectual brilliancy, were scarcely 
the material for a proletarian organization, although it was their 
work that made such an organization possible. When through 
their efforts, and of the others associated in the Social Demo- 
cratic Federation, the Fabian Society, and later the Independent 
Labor Party, the whole country had become permeated with Social- 
ist thought, all that was needed was the shock of the Taff Vale 
decision to crystallize that thought into action and send a strong body 
of Socialists into Parliament, there to give such an electric shock 
to that sober law-making body as to cause it to enact some of the 
most advanced socialistic legislation of any government in the 
world. 

The Belgian Labor Party is first of all a class movement, con- 
cerning itself little with doctrines. It has built up powerful co- 
operatives that enter into every phase of the workers' lives, 
organized a strong trade-union movement, and built up a political 
party that has exercised great influence upon legislation. 

In each of these countries the especial things accomplished by 
the Socialists are set forth at considerable length, as well as their 
forms of organization, methods of propaganda, and doctrinal 
peculiarities. There is a special chapter on "Socialism in the Par- 
liaments" describing the measures that have been introduced by the 
Socialists or by their enemies to forestall the growth of socialism. 
He says, "The opposition, who first attack a Socialist measure as 
criminal and vicious, then as well-intentioned but impracticable, 
finally, after as much delay as possible, reintroduce the measure in 
as weak a form as they dare submit it, and pass it as a great and 
virtuous public act." 
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There is a brief chapter on "The Program of Socialism," 
giving a summary of the Socialist philosophy and the working 
platforms of some of the more important countries. The "Inter- 
national," both the Old and the New, is described with a brief 
sketch of its history, method of organization, and functions. A 
supplementary chapter summarizes the Socialist movement in those 
minor countries not described in the body of the work. 

The book is one of the best, if not the best, for reading by any- 
one who wishes to secure an answer to the questions, "Who are 
the Socialists? What do they believe? What are they doing? 
How are they organized?" and these are the important points to 
know about this movement. 

A. M. Simons 



La philosophie de Taine: Essai Critique. Par Paul N6ve. 
Louvain, Paris, Bruxelles, 1908. Pp. 359. 

This essay opens with a biographical sketch in which much 
attention is given to Taine's strong inclination to absolute privacy 
with respect to his personal affairs. 

The philosophy of Taine is treated in two parts: the first part 
occupying more than two-thirds of the entire essay, Les Causes; 
the second part, Les Normes. The essay is primarily a study in 
philosophy, not sociology. 

The investigation of Taine's theory of causes begins with first 
or final causes, that is, with metaphysics. While some of Taine's 
critics, Faguet, for example, have maintained that Taine systemati- 
cally avoided metaphysics, Neve finds a clear enunciation of meta- 
physical principles in numerous passages of his work (cf. Neve, pp. 
38-39). According to Taine, metaphysics is a search for first 
causes, that is to say for general laws which in virtue of their 
generality dominate all the sciences and yet are not treated by any 
particular science (p. 40). Taine undertook to apply the inductive 
method to metaphysics to construct a metaphysique positiviste. Fol- 
lowing this survey of final first causes, there are five chapters deal- 
ing successively with subordinate or secondary causes as they 
express themselves in the world, in society, in man-psychology, in 
institutions, and in aesthetics. 

Taine, a devoted disciple of Spinoza, was a pantheist. Accord- 
ing to Bourget, cited by Neve, p. 68, Taine was never anything but 



